
1 
 

 

 

 

UNIVERSIDADE FEDERAL DA BAHIA 

INSTITUTO DE BIOLOGIA 

PROGRAMA DE PÓS-GRADUAÇÃO EM ECOLOGIA:  

TEORIA, APLICAÇÃO E VALORES 

 

 

 

 

PROVA DE SUFICIÊNCIA EM LÍNGUA INGLESA DO PROCESSO SELETIVO PARA INGRESSO 

DE NOVOS ALUNOS DO PROGRAMA DE PÓS-GRADUAÇÃO EM ECOLOGIA: TEORIA, 

APLICAÇÃO E VALORES (MESTRADO ACADÊMICO E DOUTORADO) – 2020 

 

Instruções 

 

1 – NÃO COLOQUE O SEU NOME NA PROVA. COLOQUE APENAS O SEU NÚMERO DE CPF. 

RASURAS OU MARCAS QUE POSSAM FORNECER MEIOS DE IDENTIFICAÇÃO DO CANDIDATO, 

ALÉM DO CPF, PODE LEVAR À ANULAÇÃO DA QUESTÃO OU A DESCLASSIFICAÇÃO DO 

CANDIDATO. 

 

2 – CADA QUESTÃO DEVE SER RESPONDIDA USANDO APENAS O ESPAÇO DELIMITADO E COM 

CANETA DE COR AZUL OU PRETA. 

 

3 – TODAS AS FOLHAS DEVEM SER ENTREGUES AO FINAL DA PROVA, INCLUSIVE AQUELAS 

CORRESPONDENTES AS QUESTÕES NÃO RESPONDIDAS PELO CANDIDATO 

 

4 – A CONSULTA A MATERIAL BIBLIOGRÁFICO E USO DE EQUIPAMENTOS ELETRÔNICOS SÃO 

PROIBIDOS DURANTE A PROVA, COM EXCEÇÃO DO DICIONÁRIO DE INGLÊS. 
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CPF  

Questão 1. 

1. Traduzir, do inglês para o português, o parágrafo seguinte, retirado do texto: Kuijper, D. P. J., E. Sahlén, 

Bodil Elmhagen, S. Chamaillé-Jammes, H. Sand, K. Lone, and J. P. G. M. Cromsigt. "Paws without claws? 

Ecological effects of large carnivores in anthropogenic landscapes." Proceedings of the Royal Society B: 

Biological Sciences 283, no. 1841 (2016): 20161625. (Valor: 4 pontos).  

 

Large carnivores may influence ecosystems by directly affecting the number or behaviour of their herbivore 

prey, thereby influencing vegetation dynamics (‘tritrophic cascades’), and/or by affecting mesopredators and 

thereby their prey. Such trophic cascades can be conceptualized in a simple food web diagram, including 

interactions between large carnivores, mesopredators, herbivores and lower trophic levels (vegetation). 

Humans commonly exert a direct influence on large carnivores, mesopredators or prey in anthropogenic 

landscapes by impacting their densities (‘anthropogenic density-mediated effects’) or their behaviour 

(‘anthropogenic behaviourally mediated effects’). Humans may also indirectly modify the potential for trophic 

cascades by changing the resource landscapes or ‘foodscapes’ on which prey and their predators depend 

(‘anthropogenic bottom-up effects’). 

R: Grandes carnívoros podem influenciar ecossistemas, afetando diretamente o número ou o comportamento 

de suas presas herbívoras, influenciando assim a dinâmica da vegetação ('cascatas tritróficas') e / ou afetando 

mesopredadores e, portanto, suas presas. Tais cascatas tróficas podem ser conceitualizadas em um diagrama 

simples da cadeia alimentar, que inclua interações entre grandes carnívoros, mesopredadores, herbívoros, e 

níveis tróficos mais baixos (vegetação). Os seres humanos geralmente exercem uma influência direta em 

grandes carnívoros, mesopredadores ou presas em paisagens antropogênicas ao impactarem suas densidades 

(‘efeitos antropogênicos mediadores da densidade’) ou seu comportamento (‘efeitos antropogênicos 

mediadores do comportamento’). Os seres humanos também podem modificar indiretamente o potencial de 

cascatas tróficas alterando os recursos da paisagem ou 'paisagens de alimentos' dos quais dependem a presa 

e seus predadores ('efeitos antropogênicos de baixo para 

cima')._________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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_______________________________________________________________________________________
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_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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CPF  

Questão 2. 

Leia o texto a seguir e responda às perguntas abaixo. 

Saving the Vaquita: New Promises and New Threats 

 

In response to pressures from the international community, Mexico has agreed to take more steps to prevent 

the porpoises’ extinction—but with fewer than 20 remaining, will that be enough? 

 

By John R. Platt on October 26, 2019 

https://blogs.scientificamerican.com/extinction-countdown/saving-the-vaquita-new-promises-and-new-

threats/  

  
Six months: That’s how much time Mexico now has to report on its progress to save the critically endangered vaquita 

porpoise (Phocoena sinus) from extinction. 

It’s a time-sensitive deadline. After years of decline, as few as 6 to 19 vaquitas survive in their only home, the Gulf of 

California. Also known as the Sea of Cortez, the gulf lies between mainland Mexico and Baja California—and the 

porpoises’ population there has slowly but steadily been wiped out over the past decade. First these gentle, blunt-faced 

porpoises were killed by shrimp fishermen, who accidentally caught the “sea cows” in their large gillnets. More recently 

they’ve fallen to poachers seeking a rare fish called the totoaba (Totoaba mcdonaldi). 

Totoaba swim bladders sell for up to $20,000 each in China, where they’re considered a delicacy and are used in 

traditional medicine. The bladders are frequently smuggled through the United States before heading to Asian consumer 

markets. 

With transnational criminal cartels leading the totoaba poaching and distribution, and with time running out for vaquita, 

the future for both species “looks very bleak indeed,” says Richard Thomas, global communications coordinator for 

TRAFFIC, an NGO focusing on wildlife trade. 

Conservationists have urged Mexico to protect the vaquita for years, and the country and its allies have taken many 

steps along the way, but the species’ population has continued to decline. As a result the international community has 

now finally put a bit of real pressure on the Mexican government. According to an agreement established this August at 

the 18th triennial meeting of the member parties to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species 

(CITES), Mexico, in collaboration with the U.S. and China, must now work to eliminate both the supply and consumer 

demand for totoaba and support a program to remove destructive gillnets from the fishery in the Gulf of California. The 

three nations promised to meet about these goals in the next few months. 

“Urgent measures include maintaining net-free zones, round-the-clock patrolling of these areas with removal of all 

gillnets—and protection for those carrying out these tasks—and arrest and prosecution of illegal fishers,” says Thomas. 

Mexico, meanwhile, must improve its enforcement of existing laws by Nov. 30 and report on its progress to the CITES 

Secretariat every six months. The first report will be due in early 2020. 

“Mexico took this, I think, with a lot of commitment, but also wanted the other parties to recognize the efforts that have 

been done in the country as well,” says Adrian Reuter, Latin American wildlife trafficking coordinator at the Wildlife 

Conservation Society. “It’s not that Mexico had done nothing—there’s a long, long list of things they have done—but 

obviously it’s been insufficient.” 

If these new efforts don’t roll out fast enough, or if vaquita continue to die, Mexico could conceivably face international 

sanctions that would prevent it from exporting some of its most profitable native plants or animals, specifically those 

species currently listed on what’s known as CITES Appendix II. 

CITES, an international treaty covering wildlife trade among 183 member nations, protects threatened species by placing 

them on two lists that regulate trade. The first, Appendix I, bans all international trade in endangered plants and animals. 

The second, Appendix II, allows trade, but only of specimens from proven-sustainable populations. 

Blocking Mexico from legally exporting its Appendix II species—a step advocated for by several conservation 

organizations in the lead-up to CITES—is actually a pretty significant threat. More than 2,300 Mexican plants and 

animals appear on CITES Appendix II, including some coveted species and products such as bighorn sheep hunting 

trophies, mahogany wood and shark fins. 

Other species on the list include boa constrictors, iguanas, corals, spider monkeys and dozens of kinds of orchid. 

CITES sanctions, however, don’t happen very often. One of the few noteworthy examples occurred in 2013, when 

CITES threatened to sanction Thailand if the country didn’t reduce the amount of illegal ivory for sale there. (The threat 

worked, by the way. The amount of ivory available in Bangkok markets dropped 96 percent by 2016.) 
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But progress for the vaquita will be much tougher to achieve because of the violent cartels dominating the trade. “The 

vaquita and the totoaba are a good example of how things can go really, really bad for biodiversity when the commodity 

is really high-value and organized crime gets involved,” says Reuter. 

“It’s a big, big challenge,” he adds. “As we know, the totoaba bladder trade involves transnational, highly organized 

networks. It’s a high-value commodity. It requires actions being taken like for addressing any other serious crime 

committed by organized cartels and organizations. Sometimes that’s difficult because it requires lots of resources, staff 

and coordination that—in many instances, not just in Mexico but in many other countries in the region—are not available 

to tackle environmental crimes.” 

With the time for action growing increasingly tight, will we see any progress on saving the vaquita from extinction? 

Reuter says he’ll be watching to see what happens by the end of the year, especially to find out if the proposed meeting 

between Mexico, the United States and China actually takes place. “If it does, it would be a very good forum to follow 

up on what happened,” he says. 

Meanwhile there’s both good news and a stark reminder about the need for action. Last month the Sea Shepherd 

Conservation Society reported that scientists had, over the course of a few weeks, observed six vaquitas in the Gulf of 

California, an important confirmation that the animals still exist. “It is excellent to see these vaquitas are well fed, plump 

and healthy looking,” vaquita researcher Barbara Taylor said in a press release. “This invigorates the resolve for Mexico 

to protect their species.” 

Next, 600 Mexican antipoaching troops are scheduled to arrive in the region soon to enforce a “zero tolerance” fishing 

policy in the vaquita’s habitat. 

But those troops may find themselves in the midst of a renewed struggle with local fishermen. Mexico has paid shrimp 

fishermen to stay out of vaquita habitat since 2015, but those compensation funds reportedly stopped arriving last 

December, after President Andrés Manuel López Obrador took office. With fishermen now struggling to feed their 

families, their leaders say fleets could resume operation any day. “We know about the vaquita, and we’ve done what we 

can, but we have needs and we have to work,” Lorenzo Garcia, president of the region’s largest fishermen’s federation, 

told Fronteras. 

Even with the imminent arrival of Mexican soldiers, the resumption of gillnet shrimp fishing in the Gulf of California 

represents a major shift in vaquita conservation efforts. Will it push the tiny porpoises closer to disappearing? The world 

will be watching. 

 

 

(a) Qual era a principal ameaça às Vaquitas no passado? E qual é a principal ameaça às Vaquitas atualmente? 

(Valor: 2 pontos).  

R: No passado eram as redes de pesca de camarão.  Atualmente são as redes de pesca de totoaba. ___________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 



6 
 

(b) De acordo com Richard Thomas, coordenador de comunicação da TRAFFIC, quais medidas urgentes são 

necessárias para a proteção das Vaquitas? (Valor: 2 pontos). 

R: As medidas urgentes para a proteção das Vaquitas são:  

- a manutenção de áreas livres de redes de pesca; 

- a patrulha constante cestas áreas; 

- a remoção de redes de pesca; 

- a proteção de patrulheiros; 

- a prisão e acusação dos pescadores ilegais. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

(c) A Convenção sobre o Comércio Internacional das Espécies da Fauna e da Flora Selvagens Ameaçadas de 

Extinção, conhecida como CITES, é um acordo internacional entre governos de 183 países. A CITES regula 

o comércio de espécies selvagens colocando-as em duas listas que regulam o comércio de espécies. Qual é a 

diferença entre os apêndices I e II da CITES? (Valor: 1 ponto). 

R: O Apêndice I proíbe o comércio internacional de espécies de plantas e animais ameaçadas. O Apêndice II 

permite a comercialização se comprovada que os espécimes vêm de populações sustentáveis.  

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 (d) Caso falhe em proteger as Vaquitas, qual sanção internacional o governo Mexicano pode enfrentar nos 

próximos anos? (Valor: 1ponto). 

R:   O governo mexicano pode enfrentar o banimento do comércio de espécies listadas no apêndice II, caso 

falhe em proteger as vaquitas. _______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 


